Introduction
Apolipoprotein-E (apoE) exerts by hepatocytes isolated from rats fed for 3 weeks on a fish oil diet. Such a decrease could be partly correlated to the insulin/glucagon ratio. 4 Dramatic changes in the synthesis of a large series of plasma proteins are observed during a liver acute phase response which is induced and modulated by a large set of cytokines, often in an antagonistic way. The availability of recombinant cytokines has allowed progress in the understanding of the cellular and molecular mechanisms involved in liver acute phase response (APR). In fact interleukin-6 (IL-6) 6 and interleukin-1/ (IL-1//), 7 (Figure 1 ). The responsiveness of hepatocytes to IL-6 was demonstrated by the increase in A2M mRNA level and secretion, and by the decrease in those of albumin. Furthermore, the increase in alpha-l-acid glycoprotein (AGP) mRNA in IL-lfl treated cultures established the responsiveness of hepatocytes to IL-lfl ( Figure 1 ). Figure 2A , incubation of hepatocytes with a low concentration of IL-6 (10 units/ml) for 24 h resulted in a 30% decrease in the apoE mRNA level, which was not paralleled by a similar modification in apoE synthesis. On the contrary, we observed a 28% increase in the incorporation of methionine into newly synthesized apoE ( Figure 3) . Furthermore between mRNA level and protein synthesis rate could be explained by an effect of IL-6 on the translation machinery. Such an effect has already been observed in the liver during the acute phase 20 response.
As shown in
In addition, it can be seen from Figure 3 
